
What is 
Smart Start?

This is a cohort program currently 
offered at St. Elizabeth CHS.  The 
Smart Start initiative has been
designed to meet the needs of our 
Generation Z learners preparing
them for their future pathways. 
Students will be immersed in a 
learning style that is collaborative, 
cross-curricular and seeks to 
encourage putting faith values into 
action.

The One-to-One Smart Start 
Program is designed to integrate 
evidence-based best practices, 
including: metacognitive 
reflection, common literacy and 
numeracy strategies, decision-
making and problem solving 
formats, offered in an innovative 
and technology-rich environment.

Ever Wonder?
Are you searching for the best way to prepare your child for their future?

Would you like your child to be a confident, self-directed leader?

Do you believe that critical thinking, problem solving and technical skills are 
important in today’s job market?

If you answered yes to any of these questions, then St. Elizabeth’s One-to-One 
Smart Start program for grade 9 students is an excellent choice for you and your 
family.

The Benefits of a Tech-Enabled
BYOD Environment

Contact Us

• Increases student engagement and achievement; 
• Allows students multiple ways to showcase their work;
• Facilitates communication and collaboration;
• Increases opportunities for students to connect with the world outside of their 

classroom;
• More access to varied resources; 
• Builds student confidence in their own abilities.

Once you have made the decision to sign your child up for the Smart Start program 
you will need to do the following:

Complete a full registration package for the school, and submit a copy of your
child’s final grade 7 report card and term 1 grade 8 progress report to the main
office prior to November 29th, 2019 (please write RE: Smart Start Registration
and your child’s name on the envelope).

•

 

In addition to the registration package for the school, you will need to indicate
your intention to enroll in the program by contacting Ms. Teresa Romeo, 
Teacher OR by having placed your child’s name on the digital registration 
intake form accessible via the www.stesmartstart.ca website (REGISTER HERE).
Registration for the program will close November 29th, 2019.

.

•

 

Familiarize yourself with the minimum system requirements for the BYOD
component of the program which can be found on our website at
www.stesmartstart.ca (in the ‘About’ section). 

 

•

 

In addition to the regular student activity fee for the school, provide three post-
dated cheques in the amount of $100 each made payable to St. Elizabeth CHS
dated February 1st, April 1st and June 1st, 2020 to cover the cost of your child’s 
resume-building Design Thinking Certification through Future Design School
and the Program Enhancement Fee (please include RE: Smart Start and your
child’s name in the memo section of the cheque).
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Next Steps

For more information on the program 
please visit our site: 
www.stesmartstart.ca.

You can also contact 
Ms. Teresa Romeo 
(teresa.romeo@ycdsb.ca)
Teacher

St. Elizabeth CHS
(905) 882-1460

•



FDS Young 
Innovator’s 
Certificate

In these times, it has become a 
central question for educators and 
parents alike to ask, “how do we 
prepare our students and children for 
a future that is, as yet, unknown”.  

The St. Elizabeth Smart Start Program 
for grade 9  students seeks  to 
answer that question by focussing 
on skillsets and modes of thinking 
and analysis that help students to 
see the world in a holistic way.  The 
program seeks to deepen critical 
thinking, problem solving and design 
skills to help students to become 
self-directed, innovative citizens of 
our world.  

The purpose of a student’s 
participation in Smart Start is 
to prepare them for their future 
pathway, whatever that may be.  
As such, we are proud to have 
partnered with the innovative 
team at Future Design School 
who have worked with students in 
other GTA school Boards as well as 
many private school facilities.  This 
certification  component of the 
Smart Start program is an excellent 
resume building opportunity for our 
students.  This Design Thinking 
Certification Program, is a multi-
day training certification course where 
students will learn how to take 
an idea from zero to start-up and 
create a professional, polished pitch 
presentation in the end.  Along the 
way, our students will learn real-
world critical thinking, problem 
solving and communication skills in 
a collaborative environment.  They 
will be learning a new way of thinking 
and approaching problems, so that 
they can be the future leaders of our 
workforce and our world.

Students will have the opportunity 
to complete a portion of their 
certification program at an offsite 
campus.  This will be the first of
many ‘reach ahead’ and experiential 
learning opportunities for our young 
leaders.

We are very excited about our St. 
Elizabeth Smart Start program 
for grade 9 students, and we are 
always anxious to get started helping  
our students to get on their chosen 
pathway to achieving their dreams.

Smart Start Course Pack
In addition to the regular curriculum Smart Start students will be 
receiving instruction and programming in many areas that will help them 
to be successful in secondary school and beyond...

English - as part of a focus on multiple literacies, students will have the 
opportunity to engage in various technical and writing workshops where 
they will strengthen both their written and oral communcation skills.

Science and Geography - In Science and Geography students will be able to 
explore issues of sustainability through Gamification using Minecraft.  This 
allows students to view a problem using two different lenses and propose 
solutions in an engaging way.

Math - students will have more opportunities to engage in collaborative 
applications of their math skills, thus strengthening those skills and realizing 
the inherence of numeracy skills in their day to day lives.

French - Using an Inquiry-Based Learning Model, students will pursue topics 
of interest to them while accessing a wide variety of resources in French. 

Religion - Smart Start will allow students to work towards achieving all of 
the Catholic Graduate Expectations in a collaborative and tech-enabled 
environment.  Students will have many opportunities to mobilize their faith 
values and pursue Social Justice issues of their choice. 

Integrated Arts (Digital Media) (ALC1OZ) - The Integrated Arts course was 
hand-selected for the Smart Start program due to its invaluable ability to 
deliver a strong foundation in technical and design skills that will serve our 
students well in all aspects of their educational and career-related lives.  This 
course will focus on universal technical and design skills such as, web design, 
digital photography and layout.  It will also teach students to use the industry 
standard in design software such as the Adobe Creative Suite as well as 
current practices in videography (video content) and sound recording (such as 
podcasting and more).

Business Information Technology (BTT 1OZ) - The BTT course was also 
selected for the Smart Start program due to its potential to enrich a student’s 
educational experience in their first year of high school.  This popular course 
will focus on an introduction to all aspects of Business Studies, and will have a 
particular focus on financial literacy, entrepreneurial skills, and organizational 
systems and technology.  It will also feature participation in innovative 
projects and workshops such as, a Business Canvas Model session and more...

Design Thinking Certification - (Future Design School) 
This innovative, resume-building certification, teaches students to think and
problem-solve in a new way.  During this multi-day certification program,  
students will take a new concept from ideation, to production and presentation
and learn invaluable skills along the way.

Access to future opportunities for Certifications in First Aid, CPR, and  
WHMIS Training, “Reach Ahead” activities and more !!
These certifications are resume building for students and help them to make 
themselves more marketable right away.

Students in the Smart Start program will be able to explore the 
commonalities in their curriculums of study across content areas and 
make connections in their learning.  They will also utilize common literacy 
and numeracy skills which will focus on areas for improvement and 
deepening these skills across various disciplines and contexts.
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